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Sustainability In Plastics Processing

Introduction
There are many books, articles, reports and
publications on sustainability and its
importance in the modern world. Some are
general, some are specific to the use (or abuse)
of plastics, some are supportive of the plastics
processing industry but most demonise
plastics. Despite all this information, there is
still a lack of practical information for the
plastics processor who wants to improve the
sustainability of their business.

Objectives
This 1 day training course is designed to
provide a framework for the essential actions
to be carried out by plastics processors to
improve their sustainability performance and
credentials. The course focuses on practical
cost and time saving actions that can be
undertaken by most people in the plastics
processing industry to save time.

Who Should Attend
This course is suitable for anyone interested in
improving the way that energy is managed
within their manufacturing facility and reducing
overhead costs.

Course Content
Session1: Sustainability Basics - general introduction
to sustainability and the models used to evaluate
sustainability.
Session 2: Management systems – review of the main
management systems used in the sustainability.
Session 3: Design – review of the importance of
design in sustainability and how good design choices
can improve the sustainability of products.
Session 4: Raw Materials – a guide to reducing
materials content and use and the primary methods
and issues of recycling (also covering bio-based and
biodegradable materials).
·Session 5: Manufacturing – the major actions to
improve sustainability in manufacturing. This will
cover quality, process control, sustainable
procurement and sustainable distribution.
Session 6: Energy management – a very short review
of the methods to assess energy use in plastics
processing (there is another full course on this).
Session 7: Carbon Footprinting – what a carbon
footprint covers and how a carbon footprint is
calculated.
Session 8: Water Management – water use in plastics
processing and a programme to reduce water use 
 and costs.
Session 9: Waste Minimisation – how to quantify and
minimise the waste of materials and services with a
focus on packaging and oil/hydraulic fluid.
Session 10: Use and end-of-Life – a framework for
considering how plastics products are used and
disposed of and how the life cycle of products
influences their utility value.
Session 11: Social Sustainability – sustainability is not
just about products but also about social
sustainability, many companies do excellent work in
this area but do not know how to report and quantify
it.
Session 12: Reporting Sustainability – a review of the
major reporting frameworks that can be used by
companies to prove that they are actually improving
their sustainability performance.
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